
1800 S. Katie Ave. Suite # 1, Sioux Falls, SD 57106  
Office hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday –Friday  

December 13,  
2009  

3rd Sunday of  
 Advent  

(Gaudete Sunday)  

Visit our web site at www.stkatharinedrexelsfsd.org 

St. Katharine Drexel Parish Mission Statement:   The mission of St. Katharine Drexel Parish is to gather together as a community of 
faith, sharing the Word of God with all of our neighbors through our words and example. We emphasize the sanctity of the Eucharist in our 
daily lives and encourage good stewardship and lifelong Catholic Christian education. Our consistent message is "Come home to Christ". 

Deacon’s Digest 
“How can this be?” 
Each year in Advent, I try and find a new book to read that 
is at least partially focused on the events surrounding the 
birth of Jesus.  This year, I am reading a short book entitled 
“Mary In Her Own Words” by Father Gary Caster.   Mary’s 
words are only recorded four different times in the Gospels 
and Fr. Kaster has concentrated on those words and gives 
thought-provoking reflections on them. 
The first chapter in the book is about Mary’s reply to the 
Angel Gabriel when he tells her she will bear a child.  Mary 
says “How can this be? I have no husband,”  a reply that at 
once tells of her surprise and her humility.  Mary’s words 
indicate that she is still a single woman (although engaged 
to Joseph) and that she has not had relations with a man.  
It’s as if she’s telling the angel: “For that to happen, some-
thing miraculous will have to take place.”  Her faith in God 
shows through this reply as she puts her trust in Him to 
supply the “husband”.   
Her words also show her humble disposition.  She might 
have said; “How can this be, that the Lord would choose 
me?  There are many women that seem imminently more 
qualified than me.”  But God chose Mary and her coopera-
tion with His plan brought the “Word made flesh” into the 
world. 
During Advent, we hear about John the Baptist in the Gos-
pels. John may also have been surprised that God would 
have chosen him to be the herald of the coming of Jesus 
Christ.  He might have thought “How can this be? I am a 
just a desert hermit.”  But his willingness to humble him-
self and accept his part in God’s plan of salvation paves the 
way for Jesus to follow. 
This Advent season, the Word of God will come to each 
and every one of us in new and unique ways.  When that 
happens, we too will have a choice.  We can say “How can 
this be, I am way too busy to deal with this.”  Or we can 
say “How can this be? I am just a regular person,” and fol-
low the example of Mary and John by humbly accepting 
our role in salvation history.  God will speak to each of us 
in ways that only we can understand and in ways that only 
we can communicate to our family, friends and fellow pa-
rishioners.  What great dignity God gives us by allowing us 
to play a part in His plan.  Accept your part by listening for 
the “still, small voice” in your life today. 

CONFESSION / RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE  
 

St. Katharine Drexel Schedule: 
Tues., Dec. 15th: 6-6:30 p.m., 7-8 p.m. 
Thur., Dec. 17th: 7:30-7:55 a.m., 12-1 p.m. 
Sat., Dec. 19th: 3:30-4:45 p.m. 
Tues., Dec. 22nd: 6-6:30 p.m.  
Wed., Dec. 23rd: 12-12:30 p.m., 5-6 p.m. & 7-8 p.m. 
Thur., Dec. 24th: 7:30-7:55 a.m. 
or anytime by scheduling an appointment with Fr. Joe. 
 
Communal Penance Services: 
Christ the King Parish  Sun. December 20th, 2:00 p.m. 
St. Mary Parish          December 20th, 3:00 p.m. 
St. Katharine Drexel          December 20th, 7:00 p.m. 
St. Lambert Parish          December 20th, 7:00 p.m. 
Holy Spirit Parish Mon. December 21st, 7:00 p.m. 
St. Joseph Cathedral           December 21st, 7:00 p.m. 
St. Therese Parish Tues. December 22nd, 7:00 p.m. 
St. Michael Parish           December 22nd, 7:00 p.m.��

CHRISTMAS / NEW YEAR’S 
MASSES 
 
Christmas Eve         4:00 & 10:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day        9:00 a.m. 
 
January 1st  
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
Holy Day of Obligation  
 

Vigil Mass - Dec. 31st at 6:00 p.m. 
Mass on Jan. 1st at 10:00 a.m. 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW, FR. JOE?     
  One of the best ways to prepare for the coming of Je-
sus Christ at Christmas is to participate in the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation.  I have listed the times for con-
fession at our parish between now and Christmas as 
well as the times and places for communal confession 
in Sioux Falls.  



How to reach us: 
Fr. Joe Vogel, Pastor  275-6870 
 frjoe.stkatharinedrexel@midconetwork.com 
Deacon John Devlin, Pastoral Assistant, ext. 201 
 deacondev@gmail.com 
Jennifer Hartmann, Dir. of Liturgy & Music and  
               Volunteer Coordinator, ext. 203 
 jennifer.stkatharinedrexel@midconetwork.com 
Gae French, Dir. of Religious Ed, ext. 204 
 gae.stkatharinedrexel@midconetwork.com 
Laree Giovannettone, Administrative Assistant, ext. 200 
 laree.stkatharinedrexel@midconetwork.com 
Patti Ward-Maguire, Youth Minister 
 patti.stkatharinedrexel@midconetwork.com 
Mary Jo Gallaghter, Youth Minister 
 skd.youthsf@gmail.com 
St. Katharine Drexel School 275-6994 
E-mail us at: 
church.stkatharinedrexel@midconetwork.com 

Mass Schedule & Intentions for this week: 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 15th, 6:30 p.m.  Harold & Jackie McConnell (d) 
Wednesday, Dec. 16th, 8:00 a.m.  James Harris (d) 
Thursday, Dec 17th, 8:00 a.m. All souls in purgatory 
Friday, Dec. 18th, 8:00 a.m.  Elsie Biegler 
Saturday, Dec. 19th, 5:00 p.m. For the people of the parish  
Sunday, Dec. 20th, 8:30 a.m. For peace in the world 
                10:30 a.m. Steve Christensen (d) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Tuesday—6:00 p.m. 
Thursday—7:30 a.m. 

Saturday—4-4:45 p.m. 
or anytime by appointment.��

How do I register  
at St. Katharine Drexel Parish ?  

Stop after Mass today and introduce yourself to Fr. 
Joe and tell him you would like to become an active 
part of St. Katharine Drexel Parish.  

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT 
Weekly Support: 

Needed each week:  $ 10,675.00 
Dec. 6th Collection:  $ 13,726.18 
Surplus / (Shortfall):  $   3,051.18 
 

Pew Campaign: 
Pledged:   $50,887 (126 families) 
Paid Thus Far:   $49,070 
 

Building Fund:  
Total Pledged:   $1,546,547 (427 families) 
Paid Thus Far:   $1,282,200 
 

November 2009 Report 
   Actual  Budget 
Income:  62,609  52,340 
Expenses: 
  Payroll  15,680  14,618 
  Administration   7,762    6,705 
  Facilities    5,226    6,340 
  Rel. Ed.       333            292 
  Youth Min.         12      0.00 
  SFCS Subsidy 19,663  19,663 
Total Expenses: 48,675  47,618  
Surplus / (Shortfall)    13,933      4,722 
There are 722 families currently registered at St. Katharine Drexel 
Parish.  Each week we will update you on the Weekly Support.  
Each month we will give a report on the Building Fund and 
Pew Campaign status as well as a summary of income and 
expenses for the prior month. 

Rite of Christian  
Initiation of Adults  

Our next class will be on Thursday, 
December 17th at 7:00 p.m. when the 
topic will be “Religious Christmas Traditions”.  Please 
join us whenever the topic interests you —no need 
to sign up, just come.  

WEEKLY REMINDERS:  
Please turn off cell phones prior to Mass or leave them in 
your car.  Please refrain from text messaging during 
Mass. 

CAMPUS TOURS FOR O’GORMAN ALUMNI  
O’Gorman alumni coming home for the holidays will have 
the opportunity to come see the NEW O'Gorman class-
rooms, foyer, chapel, and administrative offices.  Join us 
for one of two tours:   Wed., Dec. 23rd at 1 p.m. or Mon-
day, Dec. 28th at 10 a.m.   Tours will take approx. one 
hour.  Join us! 

Catholic School Gift Certificate Program  
As you plan your Christmas gift -giving please con-
sider purchasing your gift certificates through the 
SFCS program.  They are available every Sunday after 
Mass and in the Parish Office during regular hours.  
Some of the businesses available are:  

Hy Vee  Lewis   Applebee’s  
Shopko  Sunshine  Scheels 

Menard’s  Culver’s  Spezia / Bracco  
Perkins  JC Penney Bath & Body Works  
Panera   Kohl’s   Honey Baked Ham  

Bagel Boy  Hurley’s  TC Referee  
A portion of the proceeds helps support St. Katharine 
Drexel School.  

COOKBOOKS ARE IN!  
They are $12 each ($10 each if you buy 5 or more).  They will be 
available after weekend Masses and in the School and Parish Of-
fices.   



YouthYG Group 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Wednesday, Dec. 16th Class for Grades 1-6 at 
5:30 p.m. and Grades 7-12 at 6:45 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 20th Classes for grades 1-6 

Wednesday, Dec. 23rd & 30th—No R.E. Classes 
Sunday, Dec. 27th & Jan. 3rd—No R.E. Classes 

COMMUNITY NEWS: 
+Singing Boys of Sioux Falls will have their Christmas Concert & Tea on 
Sunday, December 13th at 3:00 p.m. at Eastside Lutheran Church in Sioux 
Falls.  Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5 per person or $15 per  
family. 
+Solemn Vespers:  Bishop Swain will preside at Solemn Vespers on the Sun-
days evenings of December  at 6:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Cathedral.  Exposition 
and Benediction follow. 
+DWS Support Group is for those who are divorced, widowed or separated.   
A new 10-week program will begin on Monday, Jan. 4th at 7:00 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Cathedral School.  Call 800-700-7867 for more info.  No pre-
registration is required to attend.  
+Men’s Spiritual Luncheons with Fr. Jim Mason are held on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month in the Cathedral Parish Hall from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. The next one will be Jan. 13th. 
+Engaged Encounter Weekends: January 9th & 10th and February 20th & 
21st in Sioux Falls.  Call 362-0292 for more information. 
+Cursillo Weekends Scheduled:  For men—January 7-10 and for women 
January 14-21.  Call Deacon John at the Parish Office if interested. 
+37th Annual March for Life:  This youth and family pilgrimage will take place 
from January 16th-23rd, 2010. Space is limited so make plans now for this Di-
ocesan sponsored journey to Washington, D.C. for the annual March for Life.  
Call 605-988-3763 for registration information. 
+Broom Tree Silent Retreats:  Feb. 4th-7th for women, Feb. 18th-21st for men. 
+Is your marriage tearing you apart?  Attend the Retrouvaille weekend at 
Blue Cloud Abbey March 12-14.  Call 988-3776 for more information. 
+Looking for the perfect gift for your spouse this Christmas?  Give the gift 
of your time and undivided attention by taking them on a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter.  Feb. 12th-14th at the BroomTree Retreat and Conference Center 
in Irene, SD.  To register, contact Curt & Rochelle Lauret at 605-362-9145 or 
visit www.WWME.org. 
+Natural Family Planning & Fertility Care:  For information and a list of in-
structors and physicians, call the Family and Children Faith Formation Office at 
988-3776. 
+St. Michael Cemetery Winter Hours:  St. Michael Cemetery is now open 
from 8a.m.—4 p.m. Mon thru Fri.  and 9 a.m.—4 p.m. Sat. and Sun. 
+Marriage Enrichment Website: www.foryourmarriage.org 
 

UPCOMING DIOCESAN YOUTH EVENTS: 
YOUTH RETREATS: 

Search: January 8-10, 2010 in Aberdeen 
             February 19-21, 2010 in Sioux Falls 
 March 26-28, 2010 in Aberdeen 
             June 4-6, 2010 in Sioux Falls                
Confirmation Students can attend the January retreat to 
fulfill requirements for retreat for Confirmation.  

St. Katharine Drexel School News:  
Join us for School Mass  on Wed. Dec. 

16th at 8 a.m.  Jumpstart and K -2 
Christmas Program is on Tues., Dec. 

15th  at 2 p.m. M/W/F Preschool’s Christ-
mas Program is on Fri., Dec. 18 th  at 10:15 a.m.   

School Mass will be on Tues, Dec. 22nd at 8 a.m.   
Questions: Please call the School Office at 275 -6994 or 

e-mail Anne at aswim@sfcss.org.  

 
 
 

January 6th—Ice Skating 
February 3rd—Tubing at Great Bear 

Mission Trip Opportunity: 
May 29—June 7, 2010 to New Orleans.  Registration 

deadline is January 1, 2010. 
skd.youthsf@gmail.com 

patti.stkatharinedrexel@midconetwork.com  
or call the Parish Office at 275-6870  

Christmas at the  
Cathedral—Hope’s Promise 

December 17—20th 
Special accommodations have been 
made to hold this year’s concerts in 

the Cathedral.  Come and hear a first class concert and see the 
progress on the renovation.  To purchase tickets, call 988-3765 
or on the internet at www.sfcatholic.org.   

Inmate Christmas Sack Program 
Each Christmas Eve, the inmates of the SD Penitentiary 
are remembered with a gift bag of peanuts, hard candy, 
homemade fudge and a card from school children.  You 
can participate by making fudge or by donating money 
for the peanuts and hard candy.  Fudge donations MUST 
follow a special recipe that is available in the Parish Of-
fice.  The fudge and cash donations can be dropped off 
at the St. Michael Parish Office on December 17 & 18th.  
Call with questions:  275-6870   

John and Mickie Sweeney Fundraiser 
John Sweeney has had Chrohn’s Disease for many years 
and was recently diagnosed with two forms of cancer.  To 
help support John and Mickie during this time, there 
will be a raffle for a 12-piece Nativity to be drawn on 
Sunday, December 13th. Tickets will be a dollar each, 
six for $5.00 and fifteen for $10.00 to be sold after the 
Masses this weekend. If you would like to make a dona-
tion to help the Sweeney Family, please take a tag from 
the large gift and make your donation the weekend 
of December 6th or December 13th. Thank you for your 
support and generosity! 

Do you know……… 
of a family in need?  We have several parishioners 
willing to help parish families that are struggling 
financially.  Please call the Parish Office (275-6870) 
with those names.  If you are willing to assist a fam-
ily in need, let us know in the Parish Office. 




